
THE FRENCH CABINET.
Our esteemed contemporary, the British Medical

Journal, in a recent issue points out that " the new

French cabinet includes two members of the medical
profession, Dr. Chautemps, Minister for the Colonies,
and Dr. Gadad, Minister of Agriculture. The Jour-
nal further states that there were "also two members
of the medical profession in M. Dupuy's cabinet,
namely, Drs. Lourties and Viger."

In the United States we recall but a single instance
of a medical man serving as a cabinet officer, that of
Dr. Oliver Wolcott, of Connecticut, who was ap-
pointed Secretary of the Treasury next succeeding
Alexander Hamilton, Feb. 3, 1795, General Wash-
ington then being President. President Jefferson
continued Dr. Wolcott in office and he held it until
May, 1800. It is thus seen that unlike some of his
successors, the Father of his Country had no objection
to placing important public interests in the hands of a

medical man, although it is only fair to mention that
our Dr. Wolcott had served with great distinction
in the War of the Revolution and rose to the rank
of Brigadier General.

In the Judiciary, one of its ablest members was

the late Mr. Justice Miller, of the Supreme Court,
who was graduated in medicine at the Transylvania
University, and who practiced medicine for nearly
twenty years, before studying law and being admitted
to the bar.

The legislative branch of the Government shows a

great many who were medical men, but not very
many who had risen to distinction in the medi¬
cal profession. Dr. Samuel Latham Mitchell, edi¬
tor of the Medical Repository, was a »otable exception,
for he not only made a phenomenally great record in
his profession, but also in the Senate, being a Senator
from the State of New York from 1804 to 1809. He
also served in the House of Representatives from
1801 to 1804, and again from 1810 to 1813.

THE JOURNAL OF THE ASSOCIATION.
We have cause for rejoicing that amid all the dull-

ness of the great financial depression, the Journal
of the American Medical Association is still gain-
ing new members for the Association, and friends for
itself. One enthusiastic friend has paid his subscrip-
tion in full without discount, to the year 1900. An-
other member has exerted himself to the extent of
securing a number of new members, and all the old
members have remained steadfast. The enlargement
made last year has allowed the publication of more

medical news, and items of general interest to the
profession than ever before, and the present outlook
is very favorable for a still greater enlargement from
and after July next. There is no longer any question
of the ability of the Association to own, maintain
and publish one of the greatest of weekly medical

journals, and its capacity for putting forth creditable
medical literature is prodigious.

With these facts before them, it is clearly a patri-
otic duty of the membership to use every means in
their power, to push the good work of organization,
in season and out of season, until their journal shall
become the greatest medical journal on the habitable
globe. We urge every individual member to say a
word to his medical friends, in favor of the necessity
of standing shoulder to shoulder in the proud and
patriotic work of enlisting every worthy member
of the American medical profession in the cause
of medical organization. Organize! brethren, in
solid phalanx for the advancement of American
medicine and fall into line under the broad banner
of fellowship in the American Medical Association !
Do not rest until you have secured the adhesion and
membership application of every medical man in
America.

THE SEMI-CENTENNIAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDI-
CAL ASSOCIATION.

The excellent suggestion of Dr. Samuel C. Busey,
quoted in our last issue (page 296), that preparations
should be made for a proper celebration of the semi-
centennial anniversary of our Association should not
be allowed to pass unheeded.

The long and eventful life of the Association, the
great wisdom and foresight of its founders, the great
advances in professional organization and work due
to the persistent efforts of the Association, the solid
and material gains to the profession itself, and the
foundation of the Journal, afford abundant material
for glorification and a jubilee occasion.

It will be therefore in every way fitting that a

strong committee be appointed at Baltimore to carry
out Dr. Busey's suggestion in a manner at once

creditable to the Association and gratifying to the
whole profession.

Inebriety.
Oran, Mo., Feb. 25, 1895.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Isa man who has been confined in prison
ten or twelve years and who has not drank a drop of liquor
in all these years an inebriate? Thousands of drunkards
have been imprisoned, and not allowed to drink, and after a
number of years released well, so far as physical appearances
would indicate. The extreme scientists may assert that such
men are diseased because many, so soon as they are released
get drunk. If carelessness for public opinion is indicative
of disease, then drunkenness is possibly a disease too. The
remedy is rather curious but it is very effective. It "almost
hardly ever fails." Prisoners are rarely troubled with this
malady after the first day in jail. The remedy that cures
this malady in so short a time is rarely used in other dis-
eases.

Moral suasion is another effective remedy in drunkenness,
but does no good in pneumonia. I used to say that religion
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